AN  AMERICAN  IN  THE  MAKING
hid it in the closet, or, if he was caught red-handed, ht took on a sheepish, air and spoke condescendingly of ii as a frivolous diversion, and struck up "Turkey in the Straw" or "The Arkansas Traveler." Why? I made bold to ask him once, and his answer was more absurd than his conduct. He said, "It is thought a bil effeminate for a man to care for music." I could noi forbear a glance at him as he said it; and the incongruitj of this six-footer with his huge hands and powerful frame worrying his head lest he should not be though! masculine enough made me laugh in his face.
But Harvey knew his people better than I did. Thai wholesome manliness which I had so sincerely admired on arriving at Columbia had a worm at its root. 11 was the fashion, you see, to be masculine in Missouri and when a thing becomes fashionable it ceases to be genuine. Those whom nature had endowed with, the virtue made a fetish and a self-conscious pose of it and those who lacked it became obsessed with the desire to imitate it. The final insult to a Missouriar was to suggest that he was "sissified." There was something like a panic among the more refined of mj fellow-students at the mere mention of effeminacy Even the girls dreaded it. They, too, affected a kind of factitious burliness, a worship of the strident male, a hail-fellow-well-met air. They liked to greet one another with the jolly halloo, and the slap on the back, and betrayed an odd fondness for the big sweater and the heavy boot and the words "fellow" and "bully."
248ntile, and a good child
